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Atlantic. It got to the bottom of the hill, and there three
other engines were attached to the train to push it up the
ever-dropping metals for over three miles, while the clouds
of smoke and live cinders belched into the air, and the
terrible roar of the engines straining at the load testified
to the tremendous effort that was required to get a speed
of five miles an hour on the train. It was this feature that
led a humorist to remark that the Canadian Pacific rail-
way never had any occasion to ballast the track on the
"Big Hill." The engines performed this operation spon-
taneously and automatically in their labour, and to far
better effect than would have been possible by ordinary
means.
Considerable excitement was experienced in its con-
struction. According to some of the men whom I met,
and who had been connected with the grading through
the Kicking Horse Pass, the ballast trains failed time
after time to secure a grip on the metals, and with their
driving-wheels spinning round madly in the forward direc-
tion they skidded backwards down-hill. Now and again
there would be a nasty smash, in which engine and the
ballast cars were mixed up in an inextricable heap. It is
reported even that on one occasion, while the snow-plough
was out clearing the drift on the "Hill," the driver of the
locomotive lost the plough, and did not discover the fact
until he had gained the top, although he was pushing
the snow-clearing apparatus ! It was so difficult to keep
the wheel gripping the rails that he did not notice the
difference in the resistance when the snow-plough went
over one side.
From the Government's strict point of view the Canadian
Pacific was not completed until about two years agof
although trains have been running between the Atlantic
and Pacific for some thirty years. The authorities pointed
out that the grade was an essential part of the contract,
and yet, in order to pass through the Kicking Horse Pass,
the company had exceeded that grade to a very consider-
able extent. Consequently eight miles of line was non-